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Welcome to a new Membership Year: April sees the start of a new year in the activities of BWCG, activities which are designed to influence how the area looks and that its distinctive character is maintained. We achieve this by working with the various statutory agencies, especially the Planning Service; the group is not against development but believes that the location, scale, design and choice of materials in any development proposal are critical if the mature character of the area is to maintained. The strength and credibility of our comments are underpinned by the membership – the greater the membership the greater the influence. The cost of membership is little more than 2 cups of coffee, at £5 per person! If you are a member please renew, if you have lapsed please rejoin, and if you have never joined or are new to the area please consider supporting the Group. A Renewal/Application Form can be found below.

Conservation Awards: A popular way of encouraging good design and maintenance practice is to recognise and reward successful projects. The Group introduced its biennial Awards Scheme in 2008 and 2012 will see the third year of candidates seeking recognition. The Committee is seeking nominations for each of 4 categories the winners of which will receive an attractive framed Certificate, designed by local artist and member Terry Aston, at the AGM in October. An independent expert will assist with the judging of entries.

The 4 Categories are:

· Large Scheme – this would cover extensive works to an existing house, perhaps with a modest sympathetic extension

· Small Scheme – this would cover situations where perhaps only one or two elements of the building were involved in sensitive works eg roof, windows, repairs to distinctive detailing, etc

· New Build – this covers new construction where the design and choice of materials are sympathetic to the area

· Landscape – mature gardens and trees are critical elements of the character of Bangor West and this category covers sympathetic garden and landscape developments

If you have admired works carried out in the last 2 years which fall into any of the above categories, or indeed if you have carried out the works yourself and wish to enter, please forward nominations to the Secretary, Charlie Grimes, 23 Knockmore Park, Bangor by the 31st August 2012.

Trees: Anyone living in or visiting Bangor West will be struck by the importance of trees. The Group has successfully campaigned for Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) and there are now 5 in place and has successfully participated in a Planning Appeal which saved a protected tree from being felled. Trees and their protection was the topic considered at our last AGM when Patrick Cregg, Director of the Woodland Trust in Northern Ireland explained TPOs and improved legislation now on the books. We fully support the Woodland Trust in its drive in this Jubilee Year to plant more trees, and we would encourage members to consider planting a tree – trees can be ordered online at www.jubileewoods.org.uk.

Development Study: The various planning policies which are in place to inform decisions on development proposals refer to the potential harm which can flow from the cumulative effects of approvals, and over the years the Group has had little success with the Planning Service and the Planning Appeals Commission in understanding how those organisations measure or assess cumulative effects.

In order to try and get a better understanding of the situation in Bangor West we are going to undertake a detailed survey of development in the area. Using a baseline of 1960 we will undertake a map based analysis to identify demolished houses, new houses, significantly altered houses which impact on streetscape quality, houses subdivided into 2 or more apartments, and planning approvals not yet started. Where possible we will try and divide the analysis into 2 time periods – up to 1989, and 1990 to present. Once collated we hope this will give a picture of cumulative effects and the pace of development which we can use in proposed discussions with the Planning Service.

Understanding the History of Bangor West: From our inception we have had an interest in the stories behind the physical appearance of this area and we need your help. We know something of some of the architects who designed some of the buildings such as Ernest L Woods responsible for some 20 or so houses in Bangor West including his own, recently listed, home at 32 Maxwell Road. Do you know who designed your home?  What about the street names? Raglan, Farnham, Ranfurly are presumably named after peers of the Realm but why and what was the context? Who was Maxwell? Why Knockmore Park?  If you know or have ideas please let us know. Or are there any other little snippits of history which would be of interest ?

Website: Previous plans to develop a website failed to materialise for one reason or another, but we are making a fresh attempt to create a website which will improve our communications with members and the local community. Launch date to follow.

